The role of the advanced practice nurse in pediatric general surgery.
The advanced practice nurse (APN) functions in pediatric surgery in a variety of ways. In the inpatient setting, the APN can provide care to infants and children with many complex congenital and other surgical anomalies. In the outpatient office, the role includes diagnosis, management, education, and care coordination for children with both routine and complex diagnoses. This article discusses the differences in some of these roles and a few of the common diagnoses seen by the APN in a pediatric surgical practice on a routine day.